Your address

Town, state, zip

Today’s date
Richard Clark, CEO

Merck & Company

One Merck Drive PO Box 100

Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889-0100

Re: Availability of monovalent measles, mumps and rubella vaccines by 2011

Dear Mr. Clark,

Thank you for listening to the thousands of parents who wrote to you, pleading with Merck to resume making the monovalent measles, mumps and rubella vaccines.  I understand from your communication to physicians that you intend to resume making the individual doses available to the public by 2011.  I am pleased that you respect the merits of our request.

This is the second letter I am writing you about the measles, mumps and rubella vaccines.  The purpose of this second letter is to tell you that a potential delay of two years is too long to wait.  I ask that you make a firm commitment to resume their manufacture by the end of this year.

Your decision to resume making the individual shots shows that you will honor your customers’ rights to make vaccine choices in conjunction with a philosophically-aligned physician.  Waiting two years for these individual shots to become available is a hardship for too many families.  We are required by law to comply with state vaccine mandates for daycare and school admission.  We are urged by our physicians to comply with federal vaccine recommendations to protect our children.  As you know from my first letter, there are many compelling and legitimate reasons why parents need the individual vaccines.  As the sole manufacturer of measles, mumps and rubella vaccines in the United States, you have an ethical and civic responsibility to support your customers’ desire and ability to fulfill state vaccine mandates and public health admonishments to be vaccinated.  A date-certain commitment to resume the manufacture and distribution of these monovalent vaccines by year-end will support and improve vaccine compliance.  It will also be an example of corporate citizenship which will not be lost on parents.
To make the combination shot, you need to make each of the component vaccines individually first.  Then, to make the trivalent combination vaccine, you mix the three components together.  Please make this straightforward decision to eliminate that final step by year-end.  Don’t make us wait two years, thereby forcing thousands of parents to vaccinate their children with three vaccines at once when only one of the shots is needed at that time.  I would appreciate a specific response to this letter.
Thank you. 













Sincerely,
